Our Lady of Lourdes
Marysville
Parish Results

Spring DMI survey gives
helpful feedback to the
Priority Planning Process
This past spring our parish had the opportunity to
participate in the Disciple Maker Index (DMI) survey.
More than 300 adults in our parish - or about 35 percent
of active parishioners - took the time to give their
feedback. The national participation average is between
7-10 percent, so this puts Our Lady of Lourdes above the
national average.
The Disciple Maker Index contained 75-questions designed
to provide an opportunity for parishioners to reflect on
their individual spiritual growth and overall parish
effectiveness. Almost 300,000 Catholics at more than 1,500
parishes throughout 40 dioceses have taken the DMI since
2013, providing not just valuable data for each parish, but
for the Church nationally, as well.
Of the 306 surveys that were completed, 284 were done
online and 22 number done on paper at the parish. The
majority of respondents were women, representing about
2/3 of the total respondents.

306
Total number of surveys completed
by OLOL parishioners

2%
of surveys were completed by
parishioners the age of 25 & under

Parish Helps Spiritual Growth


Parishioners overwhelmingly feel that the Mass and the
preaching heard there are helping them grow spiritually;
they also believe that the music at Mass aids their
experience at Mass



They also believe that those receiving sacraments are well
prepared

Future Action: Make efforts to keep all these positive things going
as we grow and change through the years.

Opportunities to Grow Stronger in Faith
Key Observations


Many parishioners would like to learn more about the Bible
and how to study scripture.



Most parishioners do not go on retreats or attend
workshops.

Future Action: With a new Parish Life Center, we hope to be able
to offer more programs for parishioners, and possibly other
Catholics in the area, to grow in depth and knowledge of our Faith.

Sharing Our Faith
Key Observation


While we are very strong in our core beliefs, we hesitate to
share our Faith with others, tell others about our own faith
journey, or encourage religious vocations

Future Action: Offer opportunities for parishioners to grow in
knowledge of our Faith, and educate in ways to better share their
faith with others.

25%
of surveys were completed by
parishioners ages 26-45

43%
of surveys were completed by
parishioners ages 46-65

30%
of surveys were completed by
parishioner the age of 66 & over

66%
of surveys were completed
by female parishioners

I consider myself Catholic, though faith is not a significant part of my life
I practice my Catholic faith, but do not know Jesus personally like a friend
I have personally encountered Jesus Christ and am growing as a disciple
My relationship with Jesus Christ is the most important relationship in my life
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 DMI results have been reviewed and considered among
other information to draw conclusions about the
current state of the parish and parish life.
 The Priority Planning Team will continue to meet to
work on the Parish Purpose Statement, Values and
 Goals for the next five years. This process should be
completed by 2025
 The draft plan will be submitted to the diocese for
review and feedback
 The final plan will be completed by 2026

Stay updated on all of the latest
news from Real Presence, Real
Future! Visit the official website:
www.RealPresenceRealFuture.org
and sign up for monthly email
updates directly from Bishop
Brennan!

“We are a welcoming
faith community,
strong in our beliefs,
and we should find
unity, strength, and
courage in that fact.”
The results of the 75-question Disciple Maker Index you
took during Lent are in! Your responses confirm some of
the qualities we already knew that make our parish a
special place. Together, we've built a strong foundation
based on Christ and the core teachings of our Catholic
faith. The challenge that lies before us now is to work
together to become better missionary disciples in
Marysville and Union County.

The survey also revealed areas where we need to do
more. Most parishioners report they don't feel
comfortable talking about their faith with others and
don't tend to share their own faith story with others.
Perhaps this is because society tells us our faith should be
private and we've bought into that? Perhaps it's because
some are unsure about what to say and when? These
results mirrored those from around the Diocese.

There were many indicators in which our parish scored
well above Diocesan and national averages. Perhaps the
greatest strength that emerged from the survey was
your hospitality. An overwhelming number of you feel
we are a welcoming community. Perhaps that's because
so many of us are "transplants" to Union County and
were once new parishioners here ourselves. That helps
us to be mindful to be open and friendly to visitors or
those who are new to our parish, making it easier for all
to feel at home.

But we know that Our Lady of Lourdes is the only Catholic
parish in one of the fastest growing counties in Ohio.
With a welcoming culture, meaningful liturgies,
opportunities to participate, and a beautiful new Parish
Life Center, we are well positioned to reach out to
embrace new parishioners and evangelize to those who
need the light of Christ in their lives. We can do this by
engaging in more outreach ministries in Marysville and
throughout Union County through our growing Women's
Ministries, the Knights of Columbus, and St. Vincent de
Paul, finding ways to reach those who have fallen away,
are not active in parish life, and the community at-large.

Once here, a majority of respondents surveyed strongly
agreed that they experience spiritual growth through
their Sunday Mass experience, nearly double the
Diocesan average. The clergy, staff, and lay ministers
put great effort into making all liturgies a meaningful
experience.
Well over 80 percent of you who responded have a
strong understanding in the most important aspects of
our Catholic faith. Your belief in Christ's Real Presence in
the Eucharist (87 percent) is much higher than the
responses of Catholics at large. Many parishioners have
a daily prayer life and feel God at work in their life. Most
parishioners feel they or their children are well prepared
to receive the sacraments.

Sincerely yours in Christ,
Father Kevin J. Kavanagh
Pastor, Our Lady of Lourdes Parish
Marysville, Ohio

